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Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.21 pm]: I rise tonight to 
make mention of a special event I had the pleasure of attending in Bassendean this morning. It was 
a presentation ceremony to formally recognise Anne Brinkworth as an honorary freeman of the 
Town of Bassendean. For those members of the house who do not know her—I am sure all members for 
East Metropolitan Region do—Anne recently retired as a councillor of the town, bringing to a close 26 years of 
distinguished local government service. I have had the pleasure of knowing Anne and her late husband, Allan, 
for more than 10 years. Being someone who grew up in Bassendean, I knew her in her capacity as a local 
councillor when I lived there. When I think of Anne, the word “community” immediately comes to mind. 

Anne moved to Bassendean in 1961 with Allan and their four young sons. We heard today that she quickly 
became involved in all facets of community life, particularly on the Anzac Terrace Primary School P&C. She 
often raised funds for various school amenities, but we were told today that she was particularly concerned back 
then that the school did not have a library. Not content with this, she got the support of the headmistress at the 
time to set up the foundation library in a small area in one of the classroom blocks. From there, she went on to 
become the school’s librarian—then an unpaid position, and one that she held until her retirement. 

Her community involvement was not confined to the Anzac Terrace Primary School P&C. She was for a number 
of years the president of the Hampton Senior High School P&C and a very active member—she still is—of the 
Australian Red Cross. She set up the Bassendean Red Cross coffee club, which is still active today, but has been 
renamed the Bassendean informal unit. In 2012, Anne received the Australian Red Cross Distinguished Service 
Award, and the 50-year laurel wreath medal. She was also awarded the Department for Communities 50-year 
Volunteer Service Award for her significant service to the Australian Red Cross. That was also awarded to her in 
2012. 

Turning to her service to local government, she was first elected in 1988. She talked today about the unwavering 
support of her husband, Allan, and her sons in her desire to become a councillor. She is now the longest serving 
councillor for the Town of Bassendean, having served continuously since 1988 until the last local government 
elections, at which time she stepped down and retired. In that time, there was only one year—between 1994 and 
1995—when she did not hold the position of councillor. Anne is certainly well known across the district for her 
very strong advocacy and involvement in a range of areas, particularly in the areas of community safety and 
seniors interests. She has been closely involved in Neighbourhood Watch and also a very strong supporter of 
Safer WA. We were told today that she counts as one of her greatest achievements lobbying successfully for all-
night street lighting in the town, when it was not standard practice. 

Outside of the various awards she received for her services as a volunteer, of which I have already spoken, in 
2004 she was awarded the Western Australian Local Government Association’s Meritorious Service Award. In 
2010 she received the distinguished service award for her services to local government. There is no doubt that 
Anne is a deserving recipient of the title of Honorary Freeman of the Town of Bassendean. Since the town 
began, there have been only five other honorary freemen, so it is not an accolade that is regularly given. It is 
given in very strong recognition of the involvement of each of those people in the community life of Bassendean, 
and the work they have done in support of the residents and ratepayers. As was outlined when the title was 
conferred upon her today, the title of Honorary Freeman of the Town of Bassendean is — 

… in recognition of the contribution she has made to the progress of the Town and as a lasting symbol 
of appreciation of the wonderful support and dedication she has given to the community, the 
Council of the Town of Bassendean forever binds her as an Honorary Freeman of the Municipality and 
is proud to record this testimonial of its respect and esteem. 

I am certainly proud to be a friend of Anne’s, as I was of her late husband, Allan, who was also very well known 
within Bassendean and the surrounding district. I was really pleased to be invited along today to share in the joy 
of her celebrations with her family, friends and colleagues from the town. Although she has formally retired as 
a councillor at the Town of Bassendean, I know she will continue to give service to the Bassendean community 
for many years to come. I simply wanted to rise tonight to record the fantastic work that Anne has done over 
a considerable period of time. It is very important for us to recognise that there are wonderful people within our 
communities who give selfless service every day, and Anne is certainly one of those people. 

House adjourned at 6.26 pm 
__________ 
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